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What is really needed for sustainable transitions? Moving beyond the rhetoric of sustainability 
education. 

Over the past 30 years, there has been significant progress in integrating "sustainability" into higher 
education. This includes the development of sustainability assessment tools and rating schemes 
specifically designed for higher education institutions, such as the inclusion of sustainability in quality 
standards. However, despite these advancements, there remains a lack of clarity regarding the 
desired learning outcomes in Education for Sustainability. The challenge lies in operationalizing a 
complex and contested concept like "sustainability", where the practical question of "What is the 
level of performance?" is tightly bound to the normative question of "What exactly is the construct 
we are aiming to measure?". This issue is further complicated by the lack of uniformity in defining 
what education for sustainability aims to achieve in learners. 
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